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THE LEGISLATURE

• Overview of the 2026 legislature

• House of Representatives:  98 Total:  Democrats – 59  Republicans – 39 (Super majority = 66)

• Senate:  49 Total:  Democrats – 30  Republicans – 19  (Super majority = 33)

• Moderates diminished in power and fractioned D party 

• Progressive leadership



THE ADMINISTRATION

• The Governor



THE OVER-RIDING ISSUES IN THE WASHINGTON 
LEGISLATURE

• Budget

• 5814 fights and fixes 

• Taxes to fund progressive agenda

• Response to federal administration – every issue will be affected by federal politics



SOME WASHINGTON STATE LABOR ISSUES

• Overtime and affordability

• Exempt wells for employee housing

• Immigration



WASHINGTON STATE FARMWORKER DEMOGRAPHICS

• Approximate average of 100,000 agricultural workers in 
Washington State with a seasonal peak of 140,000.

• 78% of US ag workers were born outside of the US.

• By extrapolation, 78,000 -109,000 immigrant farm workers in 
Washington State

• The best estimate is that 50% of the US agricultural workforce is 
undocumented. It is assumed that applies to Washington State.



LABOR MARKET REALITIES

• Low unemployment

• Fewer locals available

• Fewer Mexican migrants

• More labor contractors

• H-2A wages may decrease - moving overall market wages

• More H-2A

• Mechanization will continue to grow



IMMIGRATION

• Federal Issue

• Enforcement
• ICE Staffing
• Worksite
• Community
• Impact

• H-2A and temporary visas

• Federal legislation

• Attorney General on I-9 Audits



IMMIGRATION REFORM APPROACH IS CRITICAL

• The ag industry is concerned about an “enforcement only” policies and legislation. 

• E-verify without a pathway to legal status for current workforce must be avoided.

• Comprehensive approach allows balance of enforcement with legalization and temporary 
visa programs.



STATE STRATEGIES

• Work to build bridges with urban legislators in WA State

• Some have business experience

• Focus on healthy economy, healthy businesses, and affordability



FEDERAL STRATEGIES

• Promote long-term solutions

• Continue to promote legalization as part of the solution

• Educate the current Congress

• Be ready for possible change in part control of House
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